
Lesson 4

DAY ONE:  

1.  Think back over the lesson from last week.  From your own study, group discussion or teaching what were 
the main things you want to remember and incorporate into your thinking or actions.   

2.       Read Matthew 16:13-14.  Why do you think Jesus began his discussion by asking the disciples what others  
were thinking his identity might be?  What happens when there are large numbers of varying opinions on 
someone or something? 

3.       Jesus quite frequently refers to himself as ‘Son of Man’.  Certainly, this title refers to his human nature, 
but the Biblical context comes from Daniel 7:13-14.  What incredible things are revealed in these verses? 

4.       Spend some time reflecting on these descriptions.  What are your thoughts? 

DAY TWO AND DAY THREE:  Read Matthew 16:13-20 

5.       “But what about you?  Who do you say I am?” is the plural ‘you’, so Jesus was speaking to all the  
disciples.   What do you notice about Peter’s response?  

6.       In v. 17, how did Peter come to have this insight into the identity of Jesus?   What is being denied when 
Jesus gives his statement?  What is being affirmed? 

7.       What is the significance of giving Simon a new name?  Who are other people in the Bible who received  
new names? 

8.       Would you say that Peter’s name revealed his character or his future or his mission?  All?  None?  Some? 

9.        Think of some  uses and purposes of  keys and gates? 

10.     What does Jesus’ assurance that the church will prevail over all powers that oppose it mean to you? 
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11.      Read Matthew 18:18 when Jesus addresses all the disciples in a similar way.  What do you think Jesus 
is referring to with ‘binding and loosing’?  

12.      What does the disciple John tell us in Revelation 1:17-18. 

 13.      Read a parallel passage in Isaiah 51:1-2.  How might this bring some insight into our study? 

DAY FOUR:  Read Luke 9:18-20 and Mark 8:27-30 

14.      What does Luke add to the circumstance of when this conversation took place?       

15.      In light of your thinking on the Matthew account, how does Jesus praying add significance to the event? 

16.      Why do you think Jesus told them not to reveal his identity?  What could have been the dangers of the 
masses of people knowing Jesus’ identity  at this point in time?  

17.      When does it seem that God did want Jesus’ identity to be revealed? 

DAY FIVE:  

18.      How does Ephesians 2:19-22 support Jesus’ pronouncement to Peter in Matthew 16:18? 

19.      What do you learn from 1 Corinthians 3:10-11? 

  
       
20.      Explain the various ways Peter uses the word ‘stone’ in his letter found in 1 Peter 2:4-8. 


